INTRADEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 


OCT 1^ 2020 
October 7, 2020 
13.1 POLICE COMMISSION 
TO: The Honorable Board of Police Commissioners 
FROM: Chief of Police 


SUBJECT: RECLASSIFICATION OF IN-CUSTODY DEATH INVESTIGATION, 
FORCE INVESTIGATION DIVISION REPORT NO. F005-20 


On Monday, January 13, 2020, at approximately 1021 hours, Southeast Patrol Division 
uniformed Police Officers II Ryan Nichols, Serial No. 42081, and Philip Gray, Serial No. 
42065, took custody of Laila Safdari after she was placed under a private person's arrest for 
misdemeanor trespass, section 602 (O) (2) of the California Penal Code. During the arrest, 
Safdari disclosed to the officers a preexisting medical condition and told officers she had 


ulcers. 


At 1200 hours, the officers transported Safdari to 77^ Regional Jail Section (RJS) for booking. 
During the booking process, Safdari was seen at the 77" RJS dispensary for ulcers. Safdari 
was examined by medical personnel and medically cleared for booking. At 1330 hours, 
Safdari complained of stomach cramps. Medical personnel examined Safdari and prescribed 
her Zantac medication twice a day. Medical personnel administered Safdari with the dose of 
Zantac medication. Approximately eleven hours later, Safdari refused her second dose of the 


Zantac medication, 


As required by the California Code of Regulations, Title 15, section 1027, hourly safety 
checks of Safdari were conducted throughout her detention at 77" RJS. Safdari did not 
display signs of distress during the safety checks. 


On Tuesday, January 14, 2020, at 0600 hours, detention officers requested Safdari to get up 
and get ready for court transportation. Safdari refused to get up, told detention officers she did 
not feel well and asked for pain medication. Detention officers utilized a wheelchair and 
transported Safdari to the dispensary. 


According to the dispensary staff, when Safdari arrived at the dispensary, she was conscious 
and breathing, but was not responsive. Dispensary staff was unable to obtain Safdari’s blood 
pressure or oxygen reading, and Safdari stopped breathing. Safdari was moved from the 
wheelchair and placed onto the floor. The dispensary staff and detention officers attempted to 
resuscitate Safdari utilizing Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and a portable defibrillator. 
Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) personnel arrived and continued life-saving efforts to 
revive Safdari. At 0712 hours, Safdari was declared deceased by LAFD paramedics. 
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Force Investigation Division (FID) investigators arrived on scene and began an in-custody death 
investigation. The FID investigation, which included numerous civilian and sworn personnel 
interviews, determined that no force was used on Safdari. 


On Friday, January 17, 2020, the Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner 
Deputy Medical Examiner Doctor Scott Luzi performed the post-mortem examination of 
Safdari's remains. During the autopsy, Doctor Luzi noted Safdari had a perforated ulcer of the 
stomach with blood in her small intestine and free fluid in her abdomen. No other evidence of 
trauma or foul play was found during the autopsy. 


Doctor Luzi determined Safdari died of peritonitis due to a perforated peptic ulcer (Septic 
Poisoning). Other contributing factors were hypertensive and atherosclerotic cardiovascular 
disease. Doctor Luzi ascribed the manner of death was natural. 


Per Department policy outlined in Special Order No. 18, dated August 6, 2020, it is 
recommended this in-custody death investigation be reclassified to a death investigation for the 


following reasons: 


e The Los Angeles County Department of Coroner determined that Safdari died of natural 
causes; 


e There was no use of force or evidence of foul play during the incident; 
e There was no misconduct which would rise to the level of negligence or risk/management 
issues associated with the incident to include: commission of a criminal offense, neglect 


of duty, violation of Department policies, rules, or procedures, conduct which may tend 
to reflect unfavorably upon the employee or the Department; 


e The investigation determined that there were no violations of Department policies and 
procedures which directly led to Safdari’s death; 


e The toxicology analysis was not a factor; and, 


e The investigation determined no problematic evidence or seriously-conflicting witness 
statements regarding the incident. 
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On May 21, 2020, an informal copy of this Intradepartmental Correspondence and relevant 
addenda items were presented to the Office of the Inspector General for review. Assistant 
Inspector General Django Sibley concurred with the finding that this investigation be reclassified 
to a death investigation. 


If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Commander Timothy 
Nordquist, Force Investigation Group (FIG), at (213) 486-5230. 


Respectfully, 
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On June 30, 2020, a Follow Up Investigation Report (Form 3.14) documenting the reclassification of an In- 
Custody Death Investigaion to a Death Investigation was completed, approved and processed by Records and 
Identification Division (R&T). The Follow Up Report cited Department policy outlined in Special Order No. 10, 
dated May 10, 2010, as the reason the case met the criteria for reclassification. 


Please correct the Follow Up Report to reflect the case met the criteria for reclassification per new Department 
policy outlined in Special Order No. 18, dated August 6, 2020. 


e The Los Angeles County Department of Coroner determined the death was of natural causes; 


e There was no use of force or evidence of foul play during the incident; 


e There was no misconduct which would rise to the level of negligence or risk/management issues associated 
with the incident to include: commission of a criminal offense, neglect of duty, violation of Department 
policies, rules, or procedures, conduct which may tend to reflect unfavorably upon the employee or the 


Department; 


e The investigation determined that there were no violations of Department policies and procedures which 
directly led to the death; 


e The toxicology analysis was not a factor; and, 


e The investigation determined no problematic evidence or seriously-conflicting witness statements regarding 
the incident. 
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Natural Death / Case Closed 


On Tuesday, January 14, 2020, Force Investigation Division (FID) Officer-In-Charge Lieutenant II Damian 
‘Gutierrez, Serial No. 30950, Detective III Kevin Hutt, Serial No, 34099, Detectives Il Miguel Barajas, Serial No. 
35885, Thomas Brown, Serial No. 34045, John Macchiarella, Serial No. 35095, Stephanie Carrillo, Serial No. 
35791, and Guillermo Medina, Serial No. 35905, responded to an In-Custody Death Investigation (ICD) at 77% 
Regional Jail Section (77% RJS). The FID investigation included civilian and sworn personnel interviews, 
review of Officers’? Body Worn Video (BWV), Digital In-Car Video system (DICVS) and 77" RJS surveillance 


video, revealed the following: 
i 
| 


Investigation 


On Monday, January 13, 2020, at approximately, 0934 hours, Southeast Patrol Division uniformed Police 
Officers II Ryan Nichols, Serial No. 42081, and Philip Gray, Serial No. 42065, responded to a radio call for a 
Burglary suspect there now at 9219 South Central Avenue, Upon their arrival, officers met with Jose Lopez 
outside the building premises. Lopez identified himself as the maintenance worker and indicated that the Person 
Reporting (PR), Shirley Santiago, was the property manager. Santiago called the police, but was not on scene. 


nnn 


Lopez further informed the officers that the property was vacant and that a female transient refused to leave the 
premises, The female transient who was later identified as arrestee Laila Safdari had been previously warned to 
leave the premises by Lopez. Lopez told officers that he wanted a second female transient located to the rear of 
the property removed and warned not to return. 
| 


While at the scene, Officer Gray spoke with Santiago via a telephone. Santiago indicated that she wanted Safdari 
placed on a private person arrest for trespassing because she had been previously warned not to return. Santiago 
requested the second female be removed from the property and warned not to return. Santiago directed Lopez to 
sign the Private Person's Arrest (PPA) form for Safdari's arrest. 
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Officers Gray and Nichols entered the property and located Safdari. According to Officer Gray, Safdari 
appeared to have been sleeping. Officer Gray stated Safdari was slow and sluggish when he ordered her to stand 
up and walk outside. Safdari complained of a preexisting medical condition and told Officer Gray she had 
ulcers. Officer Gray stated he offered Safdari an ambulance, but she did not indicate she needed one, which led 
him believe Safdari was medically okay. The officers escorted Safdari outside of the building. Once outside, 
Officers Gray and Nichols handcuffed Safdari without incident and arrested her for violation of California Penal 


Code section 602(0)(2) Trespass. The second female was identified as Shereta Murray. The officers escorted 


Murray off the property and warned her not to return. 


Officers Nichols and Gray transported Safdari to Southeast Area station for processing. At the station, the 
officers requested that female Police Officer II Velvet Davis, Serial No. 43243, conduct a pat-down search of 
Safdari. There was no contraband or weapons recovered during the search. Safdari was logged into the Adult 
Detention Log and presented to Southeast Patrol Watch Commander, Sergeant II Shannon Hale, Serial No. 
30704, Sergeant Hale interviewed Safdari and asked the three required intake questions from the Adult 
Detention Log. Sergeant Hale documented Safdari's responses on the Adult Detention Log. According to the 
log, Sergeant Hale interviewed Safdari on January 13, 2020, at 1055 hours. Safdari understood why she was 
arrested, indicated she had ulcers and did not have any questions or concerns, Additionally, Officer Gray 
completed the Arrestee Medical Screening Form and documented Safdari had a preexisting medical condition 
affiliated with ulcers. Once Officers Nichols and Gray completed the required paperwork, they logged Safdar! 
out from the Adult Detention Log at 1150 hours and transported her to 77* RJS for booking. 


Note: Force Investigation Division detectives reviewed Officers Nichols’ and Gray's BWV and DICVS. 
The video recordings were consistent with the officers" accounts of the incident. 


Per 77% RJS surveillance video, Officers Nichols and Grey arrived at 77" RIS at 1200 hours. Safdari entered the 
jail and did not require assistance walking. The officers provided the booking paperwork to a detention officer 
and advised her that Safdari needed to be seen by the dispensary medical staff for ulcers. At 1205 hours, Senior 


Detention Officer Marissa Lopez, Serial No. N1655, cleared Safdari for rapid booking process, Safdari was 


screened at the 77^ RIS Dispensary by the on-duty Registered Nurse (RN), Ashley Pintarelli. 


According to Pintarelli, she examined Safdari and conducted her medical assessment. Pintarelli indicated that 
Safdari disclosed to her that she had a history of stomach ulcers, but was not taking prescription medication. 
Saídari added she self-treated her ulcers with warm water and baking soda. Pintarelli stated Safdari did not 
appear to be in pain or medical distress, her vital signs were stable, and she medically cleared her for booking. 


Note: Officers Nichols and Grey documentend Safdari's arrest on Los Angeles Police Department Arrest 
Report, Divisional Report No. 2018-04638, and booking No. 5846395, 


After being cleared for booking, Safdari was provided with a shower and placed in Holding Tank No, 17. At 
approximately 1315 hours, Detention Officer Ngabon Sekiyoba, Serial No. N6202, removed Safdari from the 
holding tank to complete the Live Scan fingerprint. According to Sekiyoba, as he began to Live Scan Safdari, 
she complained of abdominal pain and sat on the floor. Detention Officer Sekiyoba requested a female detention 
officer to respond for assistance. Detention Officer Mayra Ferman, Serial No. N5155, responded, with a 
wheelchair and assisted Safdari off the floor onto the wheelchair, 


Registered Nurse Pintarelli walked through the female section booking and fingerprint area and observed Safdari 
sitting in a wheelchair complaining of stomach pain. Safdari advised Pintarelli that she was having stomach 
cramps. Pintarelli returned to the dispensary and advised Nurse Practitioner Frank Torres of Safdari’s condition, 


According to Torres, he and Pintarelli walked to the female booking arca, where he conducted a medical 
assessment of Safdari. According to Torres, Safdari denied having nausea, vomiting, throwing up blood, or 
bloody stools, which are symptoms of ulcers. Torres ordered Safdari to be placed on Zantac medication twice a 
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day and also ordered Pintarelli to give her two Tums tablets to reduce the acid in her stomach, Per Torres, 
Zantac is an antacid medication that helps reduce acid in the stomach, 


Pintarelli administered Safdari with the dose of Zantac and observed her ingest the pill. Pintarelli also 
administered Safdari two Tums tablets, but Safdari spat out the Tums tablets. Pintarelli advised Safdari to let 
any detention officers know if she did not feel better. 


According to Detention Officer Sekiyoba, after Safdari ingested the medication, she was returned to Holding 
Tank No, 17 to rest and for the medicine to take effect. 


Note: Force Investigation Division detectives reviewed the 77% RJS surveillance video. The video 
recordings were consistent with Detention Officers Sekiyoba, Ferman, as well as RN Pintarelli and Nurse 
Practitioner Torres’ account of the incident. 


Per Detention Officer Nancy Voge, Serial No, N4977, while Safdari was in Holding Tank No. 17, she placed 
four female arrestees in the same tank on separate occasions and observed Safdari lying on the floor, Voge 
asked Safdari if she was okay, and Safdari responded she was okay, but sleepy. Detention Officer Voge stated 
there were no signs of distress and added it was not unusual for arrestees to lay on the floor to sleep because the 
floor feels warmer than the benches, which are made of metal. 


According to the 77" RJS Booking Area Custody Services Observation Record, safety checks of Holding Tank 
No. 17, as required by the California Code of Regulations, Title 15, section 1027, were conducted. The safety 
checks, which require two checks every hour, were documented starting on January 13, 2020, at 1201 hours, 
through 1726 hours. 


At 1745 hours, Principal Detention Otticer Deborah Humphrey, Serial No. V8234, removed Safdari from 
Holding Tank No. 17 and provided her with a wheelchair. Detention Officer Humphrey stated she wanted to 
ensure Safdari was processed and fingerprinted before the watch shift ended at 1830 hours. Detention Officers 
Sekiyoba and Humphrey completed the Live Scan fingerprint and booking photograph of Safdari, Once the 
fingerprinting and photograph were completed, Detention Officer Christian Martinez, Serial No. N6186, utilized 
the wheelchair and transported Safdari to the female section Cell Block B-1.on the second floor for housing. 
Safdar remained in Cell Block B-1 until the following morning. 


Note: Force Investigation Division detectives reviewed the 77^ RJS surveillance video, The video 
recordings were consistent with Detention Officers Sekiyoba, Voge, Humphrey, and Martinez’ account of 
their interaction with Safdari. 


At 1830 hours, Detention Officers Rosalind Bowie, Serial No. N5057, and Emmer Burrus, Serial No. N1945, 
were assigned to female security to monitor female arrestees in Cell Block B-1. According to Detention Officer 
Burrus, at approximately 1900 hours, their supervisor, Principal Detention Officer Edin Lucero-Chang, Serial 
No. G9220, and Detention Officer Bowie, conducted the first safety check of the shift in Cell Block B-1. 
Detention Officers Bowie and Burrus indicated they conducted safety checks throughout their shift as required 
by the California Code of Regulations, Title 15, section 1027. Detention Officers Bowie and Burrus added 
Saidari appeared okay, and there were no signs of distress, 


Note: Per the 77" RJS Female Securtiy Custody Services Observation Record, Detention Officers Bowie 
and Burrus conducted safety checks of Cell Block B-1, beginning on Monday, January 13, 2020, at 1853 
hours. Bowie and Burrus conducted safety checks twice an hour throughout their 12-hour shift with the last 
safety check on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 0627 hours. 
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According to the 77" RJS surveillance video, on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, at 0022 hours, RN Paul Yambao 
entered Cell Block B-1 and stood near the door. Yambao spoke with Safdari, who was in the lower bunk just a 
few feet from the door. According to Yambao, Safdari was due for her second dose of Zantac. Yambao 
indicated Safdari appeared to be asleep, and he did not observe any signs of distress, Yambao awakened Safdari 
and advised her it was time for her to take medicine, but she declined to take it. | 

Yambao added medical staff could not force inmates to take medication. At 0340 hours, Safdari was served 
breakfast and a carton of orange juice. Safdari drank from her orange juice and placed it at the edge of her bunk. 


At 0600 hours, Detention Officer Bowie opened the door to Cell Block B-| and spoke with Safdari. Safdari lay 
in the bunk, turned her head, and faced Bowie. According to Detention Officer Bowie, she woke Safdari up, and 
asked her lo get up and get ready because she was going to be transported to court. Detention Officer Bowie 
stated Safdari refused to get up for court and asked for pain medication. Detention Officer Bowie called the 
dispensary and advised RN Griselda Leui that Safdari was requesting pain medication. 


According to RN Leui, she reviewed Safdari's medical chart and noticed that Safdari refused the dose of Zantac 
medication, which was due at midnight. Leui responded to Cell Block B-1 and spoke with Safdari. Leui asked 
Saídarl if she was in pain. Safdari replied that her head hurt, but she did not need medication. Safdari also 
advised Leui that she vomited. Leui stated she observed orange juice on the floor and believed Safdari had 
vomited. Leui stated she instructed the detention officers to take Safdari to the dispensary so she could give 
Safdari an injection for the vomiting. 


Note: Per the 77" RJS surveillance video, at 0517 hours, Safdari lay in the bunk with an orange juice 
carton at the edge of the bunk. Safdari knocked over the orange juice carton with her foot and spilled the 
juice on the floor. The video recordings did not capture Safdari vomiting. 


According to Senior Detention Officer Catalina Alvarado, Seria! No. N1646, she was intormed that Safdari 
refused to get up for court transportation. Alvarado walked to Cell Block B-1 to see if she could convince 
Safdari to get up for court. Alvarado indicated Safdari advised her she did not feel well and did not want to go to 
court. Alvarado advised Safdari she was taking her to the dispensary to see the doctor and directed Detention 
Officer Dmetric Bradley, Serial No. N3548, to get a wheelchair to take Safdari to the dispensary. Alvarado 
assisted Safdari onto the wheelchair. Detention Officers Badley and Alvarado transported Safdari to the 
dispensary. Alvarado stated as they rode the elevator down to the dispensary, she noticed that Safdari was 
having difficulty breathing. 


Note: Force Investigation Division detectives reviewed the 77^ RJS surveillance video, The video 
recordings were consistent with Detention Officers Bowie, Buruss, Alvarado, and Bradley’s as well as 
Register Nurses Yambao and Leui's account of the incident. 


According to RN Leui, when Safdari arrived at the dispensary, she was seated in the wheelchair, moaning. Leui 


asked Safdari where her pain was, but Safdari did not respond and just moaned. Leui attempted to get Satdari’s 
vital signs and called for Nurse Yambao and the doctor to assist her. 


According to Doctor Wendy Leskiw, when Safdari arrived at the dispensary, she was conscious and breathing, 
but was not responsive. Safdari had a pulse, but her blood pressure was low, she was cold, and her skin was 
pale. Doctor Leski directed Detention Officer Alvarado to call 911 and request an ambulance. Doctor Leskiw 
stated they were unable to get Safdari's blood pressure or oxygen reading, and Safdari stopped breathing within a 
minute, Safdari was moved from the wheelchair and placed on the floor. The dispensary staff and detention 
officers attempted to resuscitate Safdari utilizing Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and a portable 
defibrillator. 
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Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) Rescue Ambulance (RA) No, 33, staffed by Firefighter Paramedics 
Matthew Navarro and Beau Porter arrived and continued life-saving efforts to revive Safdari. Firefighter 
Paramedic Beau called California Hospital Medical Center to confirm that all life-saving measures were 
exhausted. Safdari was declared dead by Firefighter Paramedic Beau at 0712 hours. 


At approximately 0800 hours, FID personnel were notified of the in-custody death and responded to 77" RJS and 
initiated an In-Custody Death investigation. Detective Brown, the designated crime scene manager, notified the 
Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner of the death. At approximately 1300 hours, 
Coroner Investigator Ryan Benavidez-Parraz responded to the scene, conducted his investigation, and removed 


Safdari’s remains. 


The officers, detention officers, and witnesses interviewed for this investigation indicated that Safdari was 
cooperative, compliant, and no force was used during her arrest or detention at 77% RJS. 


Conclusion 


On Friday, January 17, 2020, the Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner Deputy 

. Medical Examiner Doctor Scott Luzi performed the post-mortem examination of Safdari's remains. During the 
autopsy, Doctor Luzi noted Safdari had a perforated ulcer of the stomach with blood in her small intestine and 
free fluid in her abdomen. No other evidence of trauma or foul play was found during the autopsy. 


Doctor Luzi determined Safdari died of peritonitis due to a perforated peptic ulcer (Septic Poisoning). Other 
contributing factors were hypertensive and atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease. Doctor Luzi ascribed the 


manner of death was natural. 


Per Department policy outlined in Special Order No. 10, dated May 10, 2010, this investigation did not meet the 
criteria for a Categorical Use of Force and is being reclassified from an In-Custody Death Investigation to a 


Death Investigation for the following reasons: 


» The Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner determined that Safdari died of natural 
Causes; 


+ There was no use of force or evidence of foul play during the incident; 


s No issues of misconduct or violations of Department policies or procedures were identified; 


to Safdari's death; 


+ The investigation determined no problematic evidence or seriously conflicting witness statements regarding | 


e No Department personnel, at any time, engaged in any actions that were identified as a contributing factor (s) 
| 
the incident, 


Case Status 


INVESTIGATION CONTINUED/ CASE CLOSED. 
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| Erom the anatomic findings and pertinent history 1 ascribe the death to: 
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Anatomic Summary ; 


Das Major injuries: none 


II. Minor injuriss 


A. Abrasion, face 
B. Abrasion, chest 
C. Abrasions and contusions, extremities 


III. Natural disease and pre-existing conditions 
Purulent ascites 

Pulmonary congestion and edema 

Cardiomegaly 

Moderate coronary atherosclerosis 

Mild to moderate peripheral atheroscl2rosis 
Nephrosclerosis 

Chronic gastritis 

Perforated peptic uicer 
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LAILA SAFDERI 


CIRCUMSTANCES "see investigator report form 43" 


EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 

The body is identified by toe tags and is that of an un-embalmed 
refrigerated light color skin middle age adult female who 
appears older than the reported age of 49 years. The body 
weighs 125 pounds and measures 67 inches in length and is well 
built and well nourished. The skin has no identifying marks, 
Rigor mortis is not present.  Livor mortis is present and fixed 
on the posterior surfaces of the body. 


The head is symmetric and covered by gray-black colcr hair 

There is no balding and the hair can be described as long and 
straight. Examination of the eyes reveals irides that appear to 
be brown in color and sclerae that are white. There are no 
petechial hemorrhages of the conjunctivae of the lids or the 
sclerae. The oro-nasal passages are unobstructed. The upper 
and lower teeth are mostly absent or broken. The neck is 


unremarkable. 


There is no chest deformity. There is no ducsreased opn erlar 
posterior diameter. The abdomen is flat with a fluid wave. The 
genitalia are those of an adult female and unremarkable. The 
back is symmetric. The buttocks and anus are unremarkable. 


The extremities have no edema, Joint deformity, or anormal 
motility. 


EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC IXTERVENTION 

Medical intervention present on or within the body at the time 
Of autopsy includes: oral endotracheal intubation, cardiac 
monitor leads on the anterior torso, and evidence of 
cardicpulmonary resuscitation attempt (anterior rib fractures). 
Needle punctures are present on the right forearm and left ante- 
cubital fossa. 


CLOTHING 
Ihe body is not clothed, but accompanying the bodv i; a blue 


shirt 
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EVIDENCE OF INJURY 
There are no major (acute, life-threatening) injuries Minor 
facute, non-life-threatening) injuries include a 0.3 cm abrasion 
on the right side of the mouth, a 0.9 x 0.5 cm abrasion on the 
left chest, two abrasions, 0.6 and 0.9 cm in greatest dimension, 
on the right elbow, a 0.9 x 0.3 cm abrasion on the left elbow, a 
0.6 x 0.3 cm abrasion on the posterior left forearm, and three 
contusions ranging from 0.5 to 3 cm in greatest dimension on 


left leg. 


INITIAL LZNCISION 
The body cavities are entered through the standard "Y"-shaped 


incision. 


NECK 

The neck organs are removed en bloc with the tongue.  Lesions 
are not present and there is no trauma of the gingiva, lips, and 
oral mucosa. There is no edema of the larynx. The hyoid bone 
and larynx are intact. Hemorrhage is not present in the 
adjacent throat organs, investing fascia, strap muscles, 
thyroid, or visceral fascia. There are no pre-vertebral fascial 
hemorrhages.  Sectioning the tongue reveals no lesions. 


CHEST AND ABDOMINAL CAVITY 
The right and left pleura] cavities contain 5U mL ot sero- 
sanguineous fluid each. There are no pleural adhesions. The 
parietal pleurae are intact and there is no evidence of a 
tension pneumothorax. The lungs are well expanded. The soft 
tissues of the thoracic and abdominal wall are well preserved. 
Examination of the breasts reveals no abnormalities, The crgans 
of the abdominal cavity are in the expected locations and none 
| are absent. The peritoneal cavity contains 1000 ml of brown, 
cloudy fluid with clusters of purulent material. There are nc 
| peritoneal adhesions. 


SISTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIES 


MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM 

No abnormalities of the bony framework and muscl2s are present, 
There is no kyphosis or scoliosis. There is no muscle wasting. 
Incision and dissection of the skin and soft tissues of the 
posterior neck, lower back and buttocks, and extremities reveals 
no occult lesions. 
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CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEx 

The aorta is elastic and even in caliber throughout its length 
The distribution of the vessels from the aorta is unremarkable 
The internal surface of the aorta is lined with tan-yellow 
Streaks and tan-white, calcified plaques. There is no aneurysm. 
The major branches of the aorta show no abnormality. Within the 
pericardial sac there is 50 ml of serous fluid. The heart 
weighs 400 gm. Its configuration demonstrates left ventricular 
hypertrophy. The right ventricle is 1.9 cm thick and the left 
ventricle is 0.8 cm thick. The chambers are unremarkable and 
without mural thrombosis. The valves are thin, competent, and 
without vegetation. The circumferences of the valve rings are: 
tricuspid valve 12 cm, pulmonary valve 7 cm, mitral valve 10 cm, 
and aortic valve 7? cm. The endocardium is not discolored, 

There are no infarcts of the myocardium. The apices of the 
papillary musculature are unremarkable. There are no defects of 
the atrial or ventricular septae. The great vessels enter into 
and leave from the expected chambers. The coronary ostia are 
widely patent. The right coronary artery is the dominant 
vessel. There are tan-yellow, rubbery atherosclerotic plaques 
with 50$ luminal narrowing of the left anterior descending and 
29$ narrowing of the right coronary arteries. There are no 
focal lesions involving the myocardium. The blood within the 
heart and great vessels is liquid. 


RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 

There is no blood, edema fluid, foam, exudate, or gastric 
contents found in the upper respiratory or lower bronchial 
passages. The mucosa is intact and pale. The lungs are 
crepitant. The left lung weighs 450 gm. The right lung weighs 
425 gm. The visceral pleurae are smooth and intact. The 
pulmonary parenchyma is congested and edematous.  Thrombo-emboli 
are not present within the pulmonary artery. 


GASTROINTESTINGL SYSTEH 

The esophagus is intact. The stomach is not dis. ended. Tt 
contains 125 ml of green-black, thinly viscous rluid. Tablets 
and capsules cannot be discerned within the stomach. The 
granular mucosa has a 1.5 x 1 cm perforated ulcer of the antrum 
near the pylorus. The in situ and opened appsarances »f the 
intestine and colon are unremarkable. The aprendix is present. 
The pancreas occupies its usual position with no necrosis. The 


parenchyma is unremarkable. 
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HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM 

The liver weighs 1500 gm. The capsule is intact and the 
parenchyma is red-brown and soft. The cut surfaces ara smooth 
with an unremarkable lobular arrangement. The gallbladder is 
present. It contains over 10 ml of bile and no calculi. The 
extra-hepatic ducts äre not obstructed or dilated 


URINARY SYSTE 

The left and right kidneys weigh 100 gm each. The kidneys are 
situated as usual and the capsules strip easily revealing 
surfaces that are granular. The cortico-medullary demarcation 
is preserved. The pyramids are unremarkable. The peri-pelvic 
fat is not increased, The ureters are without dilatation or 
obstruction and pursue their usual courses. “he urinary bladd 
is smooth. It contains no urine. 


GENITAL SYSTEM 
The uterus and adnexal structures are symmetric, The fallopian 
tubes are unremarkable. The endometrium is thin and smooth. 


Sectioning the myometrium reveals no lesions. The ovarios 
unremarkable. 


SENOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM 

The spleen weighs 150 gm. The capsule is smooth The 
parenchyma is dark red and soft. There is no increased 
follicular pattern.  Lymph nodes throughout tha body are small 
and inconspicuous. The thymus is not presen: in the anterior 


mediastinum. 


ENDOCRIME SYSTEM 
| Ihe thyroid gland is smooth and symmetric. The parathyroid 
| glands are not identified. The adrenal glands and pituitary 
gland are unremarkable. 


HEAD AMD CENTRAL NERVOUS SYS TES 

There is no subgaleal hemorrhage in the scalp. The externa 
periosteum and dura mater are stripped showing no fractures of 
the calvarium or base of the skull. There are no tears of the 
dura mater. There is no epidural, subdural, or subarachnoid 
hemorrhage. The brain weighs 1525 gm. The leptomeninges are 
thin and transparent. An unremarkable convoluti nal pattern is 
observed. Coronal sectioning demonstrates uniformity of the 
cortical gray thickness. The cerebral hemispheres are 
symmetrical. There is no softening, discoloration, or 
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Pave $ 
hemorrhage within the white matter The basal ganulia are 


intact. Anatomic landmarks are preserved. Cerebral contusions 
are not present. The ventricular system is symmetric, The 
pons, medulla, and cerebellum are unremarkable. There is ro 
evidence of uncal or cerebellar herniation. The cranial nerves 
are intact and symmetrical in size, location, and curse. The 
distribution of the vessels at the base of the brain is 
unremarkable. The cerebral arteries have no plaque formation 
along the segments or bifurcation sites. 


HISTOLOGIC SECTIONS 
Representative sections from various organs are preserved in one 
storage jar of 10 formalin. Sections of tissues ire submitted 


for slides 


TOXICOLOGY 
Bile, blood, gastric contents, liver, and vitreous fluid have | 
been submitted to the lab. A Comprehensive screen has been 
| 
i 
| 


requested, 


RADIOLOGY | 
Five radiographs are obtained of the head, neck, ond torso 


WITNESSES 
Los Angeles Police Department personnel witnessed the autopsy. 


DIAGRAMS USED 
Diagram form #20 was used during the performance of the autopsy 
The diagram is not intended to be a facsimile. 
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I performed a microscopic examination on == 


2020-00413 
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Los Angeles, California 











Slice key: 1- pituitary gland, upper lobe of right lung, liver, 2- thyroid gland, heart, middle lobe of right lung; 
3- lower lobe of right lung, right adrenal gland, right kidney; 4- upper lobe of left lung, left adrenal gland, left 
kidney; 5- lower lobe of left lung, spleen, pancreas 


Findings 
Endocrine system: pituitary gland with no significant pathology; thyroid gland with autolysis and no significant 
pathology; adrenal glands with no significant pathology 


Respiratory system: lungs with vascular congestion, airspace atelectasis, and pigment-laden macrophages 
(siderophages) 


Hepatobiliary system: liver with no significant pathology 

Cardiovascular system: myocardium with myocyte hypertrophy 

Genitourinary system: kidneys with autolytic tubules and no significant pathology 
Hemolymphatic system: spleen with no significant pathology 


Gastrointestinal system: pancreas with autolysis and no significant pathology 


Diagnoses 
- Chronic pulmonary congestion 
- Cardiomegaly 
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Fluid Contents 
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SERVICE 


SPECIMEN 


DRUG 


Aleshol Quantitation/Confirmation 


Blood, Femoral 
Alcohol-GC/FID-H$S 


Blood, Heart 
AlcohoHGC/FID-HS 

Vitreous 
Alcahol-GC/FID-HS 

Drug Screen 

Blood, Heart 
ELTSA-Inrtiunoasyay 
ELISA-immunoassay 
ELISA-immuncassay 
ELISA-Immunonsssay 
ELISA-Immunoassay 
ELISA-Immumoussay 
ELIS A-immunoassay 
ELISA-lmmuncassay 
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Cannabinoids-LC/MS/MS 
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Phencyclidine 


Amphetamine A 


Ephedrine 

Metlamphetsrmne 
Methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDA) 
Methylenedioxymethamphetamine {MDMA} 
Pscudoephedrinc 


Basic Drugs 
1 1-107-Della-9-Carboxy-THC, Free 
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Coroner Case Number: 2020-00413 Decedent: SAFDARI, LAILA 


SPECIMEN SERVICE DRUG RESULT ANALYST 

Cannabinotds-LC/MS/MS — Delta 9-Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), Free ND C. Castellino 
Sympath, Amines-GC/MS Amphetamine 0.10 ug/ml. D, Van Cleve 
Sympath. Amines-GC MS Ephedrine ND D. Van Cleve 
Sympath. Amines-GC/MS Methamphetamine 0.23 ug/mL D. Van Cleve 
Sympath, Amincs-GC/MS Methylenedioxyamphetamine (MIDA) ND D. Van Cleve 
Sympath, Amines-GC/MS Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDM A) ND D. Van Cleve 
Sympath. Amines-GC/MS Pseudocphedrine ND D. Yan Cleve 

Legend: ND Not Detectad SNS Specimen Not Suitabl= 

E Grams "ug Nanograms per Gram TNP Test Not Performed 

gto Gram Percent ig/ml. Nanograms per Milliliter ug Micrograms 

Inc. inconclusive PP Presumpüve Positive uf-g Micrograms per Gram 

mg Milligrams QNS Quantity Nol Suffictent ugim= Micrograms per Milliliter 


The ste-hol usais was porfortzed it, secordance ta Calilornis Codo ofPrgalutings “Tithe 17" comptiavey by > quel Beals de the Forensic Toricology Laborziory, 


Forezsie Lovoraturtas Divisizn, County of Los Angst Departatot of Med krl Exusiner - Coseser 


Fety Eaka Bassa day (ELISA) provides ordy 2 presiaicspmyr soalyileni resell thu is ttntiogeut egos 5 sonfirmatery ten A prémaplbve Dozative"" 


(PP) 


sgulttzs a dutection of 3 drug class aud sed be confirmed by odrtvelon al 100806 for trag [2eutifictica andlor qtantiteiton of specific dnegts: presen! in the ypeciznen, 


Per the Department's Evidesce Reteatiey Es 





S 





Final Review By: neh L N 
Sarah Button de Quintans 
Supervising CriminaHst t 


; the bral Kreiz will de retzjucd for ase year (baii) nd 33 alter species six mouths dra fro 


ND Date: 3/5 


The howe resulte relate gak t Tie Ben yesquled aud ested aval Save heen iecholealt and ada cistratipeh: reviewed and ore the apürians irl conclusions uf the analys 
amies, The final revine her been cornified hy the sated Toxrealngist te ssie that alf atdiedord operating procedures were fallawed és set Ay thre Forennic Toxicotay: 


Labaran Paneer Selerntes Loboratory Division, County of Los Angeles Dna ena of Medical Ex:ci-smar-Coroner. 


Print Date Tuesday, March 3, 2021; 


ANAB ISO/IEC 17025:2005 Forensic Science Testing Laboratories Page 2 of 2 


Atenas. 


CASE REPORT 





COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 
 MMPARENT MODE NATURAL CAE NO 
E 2020-00413 
SPE CLA KM ee TAR ES 
In Custody a 
80 
are I MEE LLLA E DM E TT T - lamen. E ——— er — M — — 2 E < > = = e—a = 
SAFDARI, LAILA 
ADChESZ City &TATE: tit 
SEX : va Auk HOT ^ Agr EYES adr TEETH DAC, nA. view CONS DON 
FARG INCOMPLETE DXNE 
FEMALE SLACK 6/31970 49 67 m 125 p BROWN GRAY Yes FAIR 
MAK TYPE MARK HOCATION MARA DESCRIPTION l) 
NONE 
ma | ~ ADE’ +E CITY TR Ze 
AKIN SAFDAR! ISE W IRD STREET +304 LOS ANGELES Ti 30017 
RELATIONS B (6 NOT uf Ha is TAE 
SON (373, 309-404] RYAN BENAVIDEZ-PARRAZ f 14030 14:40 
a m vom Ra R bó 
Bé 146624 CA 
ID METHOD 
FINGERPRINTS FROM DO) 
LAR o MAINE "us FB MEXGTERY it TE 
31.145344 A24254803 841958 XB] 
IDENTIFIED CY MAME CERTA) RELATIONSHIP PHONE — DATE Tu 
AFIS - LACRIS.DOJ.FBI 12020. 14 40 
PLACE OF DEATH PLAGE POLED ADORE: ; OR .OCATION 24 
JAIL 7600 5. BROADWAY LOS ANGELES 90003 
PLIE OF NJURY ATS ORK ten MC "LOCATION CH ADORESS ah 
No 
Ex tM, FOUND OF PRONOUNCED BV - 
| 34/2020 r^ LAFD KA33, CPT. LINDSEY 
OTHER AGENCY INV OFFICER pote PHONE REPORT K Gere ud we 2 
LAPD FORCE INVESTIGATION DIV - DETECTIVE T 213) 486-0144 QO E 3n [5053 
n deeem zo € | E 
HUGO MARTINEZ LOS ANGELES FSC i 14/0020 34.03 
FINGERPFENTS * Yes CLOTHING Y es; fia, APT No MO TOR > 
MED Ev No INVEST PHOTO # jo SGA. Trat * J NPT Na 
PHYS. EV Ye EVIDENCE LOG Yes PROPER" Yes AME CHAT Nb 
SLC IDE MOTE Na SR NO RCPT NO 301812 PF HO. 
BYNOR SY 
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County of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner jf 
luvestigster’s Narrative A 
Decadent: SAFDARI, LAILA 


Case Number: 2020-0041 3 











information Sources: 
1.) LAPD Force Investigation Division — Detective Brown #34045 
2.) Ali Safdari and Akin Safdari, decedent's sons 


investigation: 


On 01/14/2026 at 1001 hours, Detective Brown from LAPD Force Investigation Division placed a 
first call reporting the death of Laila Safdari to Clerk Elisha Lovio at the Los Angeles County 
Medical Examiner-Coroner reporting desk. At 1200 hours, the scene was determined ready for 
Coroner personnel and Lt. Rudy Molano assigned me this case for field investigation. Lt. Rudy 
Molano and Captain Emily Tauscher accompanied me at the scene | arrived at the location at 
1237 hours and departed at 1338 hours, Forensic Attendant Hugo Martinez assisted with the 
removal and transportation of the decedent to the Forensic Science Center 


A JDIC search revealed a past DUI arrest. 


Location: 
Death: Jail at 77° St. Police Station - 7600 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90003 


informant/Vitness Siatements: 


Ai the scene, | met with Detecbve Brown from LAPD Force Investigation Division and he relayed 
the following information: On 01/13/2020 at 1050 hours, the decedent had been arrested for 
trespassing and refusing to leave private property, The decedent was handcuffed with no 
additional force used and then taken to the jail at 77" Street Police Station The decedent was 
initially placed in tha processing area and then fully precessed at 1230 hours. The decedent was 
taken ta a temporary housing area with two other individuals. After approximately 2-3 hours, the 
two individuals left the location and the decedent was alone. On 01/14/2020 at approximately 
0630 hours, the decedent was told by jail personnel to prepare to be seen In court. The decedent 
Started complaining of chest pains and was taken down to the Medical Unit Treatment room for 
evaiuation. During her evaluation, the decedent went unresponsive and into cardiac arrest. CPR 
was initiated by medical staff and EMS personnel were dispatched to the scene. Despite 
continued EMS personnel resuscitation, the decedent was pronounced dead by Captain Lindsey 
from Los Angeles City Fire Department Rescue Ambulance 33. No medical histary was known. 


On 01/16/2020, | spoke with the decedent's sons, Ali Safdari and Akin Safdar, at the Forensic 
Science Center, They relayed the following information: The decedent had no known medical 
history. Far the last few years, the decedent had been a transient and may have been involved in 
using illicit drugs. 


Scene Description: 


The scene is the 77^ Street Police Station at the above location. The decedent was in the. 
underground jail section of the police station. The decedent was found inside the Medical Unit 
Treatment room. She was supine on the floor with her feet facing in the south direction. North of 
the decedent was a black cushioned chair, trashcans filled with used resuscitative equipment 
supplies, a portable oxygen bottle, blood pressure monitor, and cart with basic medical supplies, 
Directly east of the decedent was a nursing desk with a computer and a time stamping device. A 
brown blanket was draped over the decedent's groin. Another blanket was partially underneath 
the decedent's head. No drug paraphernalia located at the scene, 


Evidence: 
Lt. Rudy Molano collected a fingernail evidence kit at the scene on 01/14/2020 at 1303 hours. 
Lt. Rudy Molano collected a hair evidence kit at the scene on 01/14/2020 at 1305 hours. 
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sody Examination: 

The decedent was v ewed at the scene as a female Caucasian with incomplete teeth, gray hair, 
and brown eyes, She was clothed in a blue shirt. Rigor mortis was observed at a 2 throughout her 
body at 1255 hours. Livor mortis blanched under light pressure and appeared consistent with the 
position she was found in An endotracheal tube was present to the mouth and held .n place by 
an endotracheal tube holder around her head. Defibrillator and EKG patches were sesn to the 
anterior chest. An inmate identif cation band was seen ta the left wrist. An intravenous access site 
was seen to the left antecubital fossa. No discernible evidence of external trauma was noted. No 
Scars or tattoos were seen. 

identification: 

Tha decedent was positively identified as Laila Safdari DOB: 06/03/1970, through AFIS 

LACRIS, DOJ, and FBI fingerprints on 01/14/2019, 

Next of Kin Notification: 

| notified the decedent's son, Akin Safdan, of his mother's death by phone on 01/14/2020 at 1440 
hours. 

Tissue Donation: 

Not addressed. 

Autopsy Notification: 

No law enforcement autopsy notification requested 
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Name of Agency; n 
Address: 
A A p E IDA S ANY Gr PERJURY, | DECL HE: 


rel The above tist is aH the property found on the bady, clothing or adjacent area to the above named decedent and was checked by me in 


the presence of the witnesses signed bstors. 
AS Abe i the. Eroperty of the above indicated decedent alter the body, clothinn ni acacant area had been checked prior to my arrival 


Signature P. Lr Bun Nams & Titia Eras Lac tr 
Witness a IR Sera . mo 5 (075 PE Print Meme & Title Ë 0 a 142 is Pe SA Rp Lo PJ T $ oT. 
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OLOCL ATION FON ASLEASE Ops pu agpry T TAS MELU: 
The above indicated personal effects were relaasad to me by 


Signature Print Name & Title 
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PSCLAGAPTOUH PCR RELEASE OF PROPERTY ds PM PEA TRAS WU WC. AZ 
The above listed property q delivered to me by... AAA l ul niEes 
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—— AA. Le. Prini Nama Ah Sato dest oO 


Relationship A miaa "LA ( 25 25 SOL LSS. 
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AEREA, OREA Pl ee 
PROPERTY WILL NOT BE RELEASED WITHOUT AFFIDAVIT PURSUANT TO ) SECT 107 1 630 e CODE OR LETTERS TESTAMENTARY. 
REV. 10/13 
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ORDEZRFORZZLLZZSE- ORDEN DE ENTREGA DEP ASE? OF MEIECOLEZUMCOUDOBONIS 
Please mad aad answor all questions before signing 


Was the decedent legally married at tha time of death? Yes W” No 
Does tha decedent have any living adult children? Y Yos No 
Dood the dscedant have any living minor children? Yes V, Ho 
Doas the dscedent hava any living poronts? Yes y” No 


O12 7/2020 1U:18 AM 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 















20280-00813 
¿A difunto ha sido casado legalmenis? BL X) NO 
¿Fl difunto tens hijos adultos ? El om NO 
¿Al difunto Sens hijos menores de edad vivientes? BL SO 
¿El difunto dane padres vivientes? SI a MO 


HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE» 5 7100 «CUSTODT AND DUY OF ESTESMENT | 
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j "WARRING: The person signing this Order for Rolense iy able fw au damngas caused by way witrithfalctctzmanti eautbincg in di 
Krennan, Health aid Safety Coda Soctica 7110). Jt i alzo a criminal Zana do knowingly fle 3 Edzo catusmont with à govorim sd ¡y 
(Penn Coda Soetion 115 and 479)" 
| Thenghi to corarol ihe disposicon of tho remain of a demesaed person unless other dinecuons have bean given by the decadent pursuant to Section 7 100.1, vesta hi, and tha 
| duty cf dizpasition cad the habit for tha reasonable coat of diaposition of the remains devolves upon, tha iollooring in the order named: (1) An agent under a poorer of 
aotnuy loz health cara so hay the sight ond duty of diupceitica ander Division 4.7 (eerantequing with Section (B00) ef the Proba Coca; (2) The compotem surviving spouse; 
(3) The kota survive competent Xha chula of the dacesdont or 9 (Gore is moro than ono competent adult chikt of the decedent, the majority af the surviving competent advii 
a (4) Ths sarvivuw! coripotent parem or parentz of the docedsnt. If one of the surviving compa eai paromia ip aber), to temuning competent parent chal bo poxod 
with the gts and duties of dux socton efter roosarablo (doa have been unsuecosaltl en Jocoung the absant surviving niei ent pzrcal.(5) Thy sola eUrviwing Goroeta 
| sduh sibi of the decedent or, Uf tare is more than one surviving comosa adult síbiur of the dezedon, the mdi Y of 0-5 zurvivusg competen adult siblings, (8) The 
LUVRU Corapotant aduh person Gr persons mspectrroly in tke net degrees c! arahip, (7) A conservar of he person or estote appeuntad urder Part 3 (corimencing «nth 
Section 1800) cf División $ of the Probate Code when the decadont haa eviio ent Sarat. (83 The pable avbrumstrater whan the doomwed has euilicyont wots, 


C Trenefors poxo retsase the body upon complaiion of your death imurtigateca of amd duxqeased tor 
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CÓDIGO SALUD Y SEGURIDAD - § 7100 - CUSTODIA Y OYLIGACIÓN DE ENTERRO 
"AVISO: La perso que Stma cate dagumentc saor reuponsable de wa craudenbie y rotpondari por cualquier datafu} producto de veas ler | 
| Usfoeración falan contenida on al mdse, (Succión 1110 Bel Código Da Salud y Seguid) Ades, ou vina prn ua Crisi presser información | 
fakes 4 propósito a una entidad del gobieme, Cádiqo Ponal Sección 115 y 470" 


| compares 

no han temido éxito, (8) El Anten hermano adulto sobrevivieite coopertus dal dihinte o, al hay maz de un hermano adulto rabrrevivente comperante da difunta, e comenao 
ds la mayoría da los hermonos elolos sobrevivientss competentes, (0) El sobrevirienie stilio competens 0 porsúnes, en los grados do parentesco précimo, (T 81 el dio | 
e iadividuo o da la propiedad, designado de eewerdo a la parte Kocmerzando con la Sección 1807) del Y Capite dot Código de 
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Bt ur) EERO 3 k G NN an FECHA DE PRA 7 — 
E USTED RO Es EL PARIENTE PPORIMO DE ACUERDO A LA LEY, FIRME Y EXPLIQUE PORQUE El PARENTE OLMO NO ESTE IGCIENDO TOS MITES EN ESTE 
ASUNTO, S ES EL ALBACEA DEL TESTAMENTS, FAVOR DE INCLUIR UNA COMA DEL S2EMO JUNTO ESTE DOCUMENTO. ot PE PA A T 
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